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The Irish Trainer

1-2-3-4 for Ireland  
in Grand National
Tiger Roll’s victory caps excellent  
Aintree campaign for Irish trainers

Saturday 14th July 2018   
 

The Darley July Cup Stakes 
(Class 1) (Group 1) (British Champions Series) 

Total race fund £500,000, 3yo+, 6F
Enter by 12pm, Tuesday 8th May, £2125 stake

Please contact Michael Prosser, Clerk of the Course, on +44 7802 844578, for further details. 
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Foreword

 VISIT WWW.IRTA.IE FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES

T H E  I R I S H  T R A I N E R  /  M A Y  2 0 1 8

Well done to the Irish on a very successful Aintree Festival, particularly 
Gordon Elliott and Davy Russell. We had a total of eight out of the twelve 
finishers in the Grand National.

We have previously made submissions to the Department of 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation, they have initiated the most recent proposal in relation to 
work permits. Hopefully this is a signal of the relaxation on the block of work permits.

There have been meetings in conjunction with HRI and the WRC and there are a lot of complex 
issues which need to be addressed. It is our view that the training of racehorses falls under Agriculture, 
and we are working with the Government departments to achieve this end. It is a slow process which 
will probably require a new agreement between the IRTA and the ISSA under the watchful eye of HRI.

We have had some more talks between the Owners Association, IHRB, HRI and ourselves. 
Hopefully in the near future the four bodies can come together to further progress trainers’ 
accounts being paid through HRI.

Regarding stable staff pensions, please remind employees to return their forms to Irish Life 
immediately or they are likely to lose out on their entitlements. There are no catches, if they don’t 
act soon the funds may be divided out amongst the staff who have already returned their forms.

Looking ahead, only trainers without runners, who are travelling themselves to Royal Ascot from the 
19-23 June, need to apply to our office on 045-522981 or office@irta.ie before Wednesday, 13 June.

 Kind regards, 

 Michael Grassick / Irish Racehorse Trainers Association

Irish Racehorse Trainers Association – Curragh House, Dublin Road, Kildare

Chief Executive:  Michael Grassick
Chairman:  Noel Meade 
Vice Chairman:  Michael Halford
 
Tel: 045 522 981  Fax: 045 522 982 
Mob: 087 258 8770 email:  office@irta.ie
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Winners Abroad
Aintree was the centre of attraction this time round and the Grand 
National in particular, and it did not disappoint as we had the first 
four home and five of the first six.  

UPCOMING SALES DATES
3-4 

MAY 
TATTERSALLS 
Guineas Breeze-Up & HIT Sale

5  
JUNE 

TATTERSALLS (IRE) ASCOT 
June Sale

11-12 
MAY

ARQANA
Breeze-Up

12-13 
JUNE

GOFFS 
Land Rover Sale 

15  
MAY 

TATTERSALLS IRELAND 
May Store Sale 

18 
JUNE

GOFFS
London Sale 

19  
MAY 

ARQANA 
Grand Steeple Sale Auteuil

27-28 
JUNE

TATTERSALLS IRELAND 
Derby Sale

22 
MAY 

GOFFS UK 
Spring Store Sale 2018

2-4 
JULY 

ARQANA 
Summer Sale 

23-24 
MAY 

GOFFS UK
Spring HIT/P2P Sale 2018

10-13 
JULY 

TATTERSALLS 
July Sale 

24-25 
MAY

GORESBRIDGE
Breeze-Up 2018

17  
JULY 

TATTERSALLS (IRE) ASCOT 
July Sale

31  
MAY 

TATTERSALLS (IRE) CHELTENHAM  
May Sale 

14-15 
AUG 

TATTERSALLS IRELAND
August NH Sale

The plaudits go to Gordon Elliott and Tiger 
Roll, whose victory meant that Gordon was 
winning the National for the second time, 
a tremendous achievement. Aintree also 
produced three further high-profile winners as 
Balnaslow annexed the Foxhunters’ Chase for 
Graham McKeever, Getaway Katie Mai in the 

Goffs Bumper (Grade 2) scored for John Queally 
and likewise Identity Thief in the Ryanair 
Hurdle (Grade 1) for Henry De Bromhead.  

Elsewhere, Carlisle produced a four-timer 
courtesy of a treble for Stuart Crawford with 
Apache Jack, Dr Sanderson and Largy Glory, 
while Pearl Of The West chipped in for John 
McConnell. Marinero then put David Christie 
on the scorecard when going in at Ascot.

For the Flat, Aidan O’Brien opened his 
account for 2018 when Mendelssohn 
triumphed in splendid isolation in the UAE 
Derby (G2) at Meydan, Independence Day 
went in for Steve Donohoe at Chelmsford 
and Romantic for Noel Kelly at Southwell.
Congratulations all round.

Call us on +44 (0)1768 214656 to request your FREE sample



Call us on +44 (0)1768 214656 to request your FREE sample
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MICHAEL: Could you tell us a little  
about your role?

PAUL: I joined the Turf Club in 2005 as a racing 
official and carried out most of the duties on 
racedays, such as stipendiary steward, judge, 
clerk of the scales and veterinary assistant and 
that gave me a good understanding of how 
things work. I started this role last April and 
I’m responsible for most of the raceday officials 
-  the clerks of the scales, clerks of the courses, 
judges, starters and handicappers. I also work 
closely with other Heads, particularly the Head 
of Stewarding and Head of Veterinary to ensure 
delivery of Integrity services. I work closely with 
Head of Legal and Compliance on rule changes 
and appeals, and the Licensing Committee on 
racecourse matters, plus I’m in daily contact 
with racecourse managers and officials. 

It’s a new role, and part of the problem 
previously was there was no point of contact 
for stakeholders other than the Chief Executive 
and the Registrar of the INHSC, so hopefully I 
fulfil that role and a lot of my function is to help 
address any issues that arise on racecourses. 
Every idea that someone like yourself will come 
up with,  I will try address it myself or bring it 

to the most appropriate person or committee to 
see if it can be addressed. 
 
MG: There were only two applicants for the 
most recent trainers’ course, do you feel 
it’s necessary in order to hold a licence?

PM: It isn’t enough to have horsemanship 
skills, trainers need so many other attributes, 
business acumen, HR skills, knowledge of the 
rulebook, putting good support structures 
in place. I think the course helps with the 
important business aspects that are involved. 
In an ideal world, we should be more ‘hands 
on’ with new trainers, follow-up visits to the 
yard and a support system in place for the first 
year, but our budgetary constraints  don’t allow 
for this at the moment. Possibly we can look at 
adapting the course in future.
 
MG: Stable inspections seem to target those 
who may have encountered a previous 
problem, while other yards don’t get any visit?

PM: I wouldn’t be involved in Stable Inspections, 
but again, budgetary constraints mean that not 
every trainer’s yard can be inspected. We try to 
make the best use of our resources and combine 
random inspections with targeted inspections. 
The targeted inspections could be as a result 
of information provided or that may have had 
issues previously. If our staff are visiting a yard in 
a given area, it makes sense to inspect other yards 
in that area on the same day. This may result in 
some yards getting inspected more often.
 
MG: Point-to-point was once a totally 
different element, but now some handlers 
are running a business. Particularly given 
the amount of money the Turf Club are 
putting in to regulate it, why are you letting 
point-to-point handlers off at €50?

PM: The INHSC and the Registrar Josh Byrne 
oversee point-to-points and the registration of 
handlers for €50 per annum is part of that. It 
needs to be regulated effectively as it is a major 

Michael Grassick in  
Conversation with 

Paul Murtagh, 
Irish Horseracing 
Regulatory Board, 
Head of Raceday 
Operations
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part of the horseracing Industry. What I do 
know is the traditional point-to-point man will 
argue that he is being forced out of the game, 
that the amount of regulation and insurance 
costs are seen as a barrier. So we need to be 
cognisant of everyone in the industry and not 
just the few who top the sales. 

How do your members feel about a single 
licensing system that includes restricted trainers?
 
MG: Cliodhna Guy, Head of Legal and 
Compliance, asked if we had any objection 
to a single licence, and we don’t have any 
problems with it and no objection, but 
restricted trainers weren’t interested and 
didn’t want to be treated as professionals, 
because of the extra costs incurred, such as 
a change in Rates. 
I have suggested shared training, to pool 
resources. I feel it’s worth looking at and 
would give someone an added option. 

PM: Shared yards is something Cliodhna and the 
Licensing Committee are looking closely at, to 
ensure if a yard is being shared that there are clear 
differentiations between the trainers – separate 
feed rooms, medicine storage facilities, etc.

We are constantly looking at our rules. One 
amendment we’ve made which will come into 

effect on May 21st is to avoid the double hit of a 
fine and withdrawal in cases of a passport being 
lodged late. We understand that someone can 
get unavoidably delayed, so now the horse will 
be withdrawn but there will be no fine if the 
passport is not lodged at least one hour before 
the time of it’s race. But we are getting stricter 
on vaccination errors – only horses with very 
minor errors will be allowed run, the trainer 
having been fined. But major errors, such as a 
vaccination missing, these horses will now be 
withdrawn, plus the trainer fined. So, from May 
21st it will be crucial that passports are in order 
before heading to the races, it could be a wasted 
and very expensive trip if the vaccinations 
are not correct. Also, photocopies or photos 
of passports will no longer be acceptable, the 
actual passport must be lodged.
 

MG: If there are markings errors on a 
passport, why is the microchip not sufficient? 
Should it not be of equal standing?

PM: My understanding is that the microchip is an 
aid to identifying a horse, but the real identifying 
features are the markings, particularly on the face 
and legs. If the markings are only slightly wrong 
and the rest is right, including the microchip, 
the vet can reasonably identify the horse and 
there’s no problem. But if there are major errors, 

the microchip alone isn’t necessarily 
sufficient to identify the horse, 
especially if the microchip is the 
only correct thing. The vet has to be 
satisfied it’s the same horse.

The first time a horse appears on a 
racecourse, everything is checked. 
Any minor marking errors will be 
amended. There is no fine presently 
for this, but that may change in 
future. Thereafter, we use the 
microchip number to identify 
the horse, since an IHRB vet has 
previously checked and confirmed 
it’s markings.

continued �
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MG: Should a trainer be fined if a vet has 
checked the passport and made a mistake?

PM: It is the trainer’s responsibility to endorse 
the passport of each horse in his care, stating he 
has checked the markings and the microchip 
number. In the case of obvious marking mistakes 
or omissions, the trainer should not endorse the 
passport and have the markings amended.
 
MG: In the recession the secretary was the first 
person to go, but a lot of trainers are paying a 
secretary’s wage in fines as a result.

PM: It’s interesting you say that. When fines for 
vaccination errors were increased from €130 to 
€350 some years back, we expected trainers to 
be more diligent and very few fines would be 
issued. But that is clearly not the case and maybe 
it’s because there is no one to check the passport.
 

MG: Ground changes are often only evident 
after the first race has been run, but trainers 
of non-runners are being fined.

PM: There are always going to be differences 
of opinions over going, ‘heavy’ can be a very 
broad description. I appreciate that jockeys can 
advise trainers that it rides differently to how 
it’s described, so if a trainer wishes to withdraw 
a horse after the first, I’d encourage them to 
speak to a Stipendiary Steward and ask to make 
a case to the Acting Stewards. There is some 
discretion and generally Acting Stewards look 
favourably on trainers who have travelled to the 
races, ready to run. The worse thing you can do 
is withdraw a horse late and expect the Acting 
Stewards to accept the withdrawal with no 
other background information.
 

MG: Whose decision is it to race?

PM: Ultimately, it’s the Clerk of the course. They 
assure me that while the racecourse manager 
or foreman may want to run, it is their decision. 
Everybody will have an opinion, but the Clerk 
is not under any pressure and he has to be 
conscious of all considerations before making a 
decision. We have a duty of care to everyone in 

the industry and no Clerk is going to knowingly 
put any horse or rider at risk. The Clerks realise 
the importance of having a good working 
relationship with all the stakeholders, and I think 
this helps in the correct decision being arrived at. 
 
MG: I’d say unsuitable ground has more to 
do with putting on fertiliser than watering. 
Comparing the Curragh gallops to the 
racetrack, which has fertiliser applied, the 
difference can be seen and the racecourse is 
often bottomless whereas the gallops are fine.

PM: All I can say is, watering affects root 
structure. When there’s no watering you’ll 
find better, stronger root and soil structure. 
Where there’s heavy watering, the roots never 
go down deep enough. Over the winter on 
some tracks it was very obvious what section 
had been watered extensively last summer. 
For flat racing, on a galloping track, Good to 
Firm is what everyone wants, but for summer 
NH racing, there can be a serious amount of 
watering necessary to provide suitable ‘good’ 
going, for the benefit of horses and riders. This 
level of watering is having an impact on tracks 
that want to stage winter NH racing.
 
MG: The same NH horses can now race all 
year because of watering, we no longer  
cater for the summer horse.

PM: The moderate quick ground NH horse is 
probably disadvantaged in recent years. But 
we’ve a responsibility to the majority of the horse 
population, and to the riders, to not allow ground 
to dry out, particularly in the tight summer 
tracks. The statistics for jockey injuries during 
the last wet summer of 2012 showed a decrease 
of 25%, so there is solid reasoning to provide 
ground no quicker than good for NH racing. But 
we may need racecourses to look at their fixture 
lists in the coming years, tracks that race all year 
round with a number of summer NH fixtures 
need to consider whether staging the summer NH 
racemeeting is necessary if it’s at the expense of 
losing fixtures during the winter.
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For more information visit www.plus10bonus.com   
or contact +353 (0)87 675 5232

* Bonuses limited to one bonus only

Buy Plus 10 at a breeze-up?
Buyers have a two-week window 
to qualify their Plus 10 horse to 
win a €12,500 bonus*.

With an anticipated 800 races to feature a bonus this year, 

it’s too good an opportunity to miss. Plus 10 horses:

  Feature a logo on their pedigree page
   Wear yellow Plus 10 hip stickers in the ring

STABLE SHIELD
LEADERS IN EQUINE BIO SECURITY

NEW

Telephone: 01386 423 999 or 07917 714 687     www.stableshield.co.uk

“Anti-Bacterial paint for your Stables”
That prevents the growth and spread of harmful bacteria by up to 99.8%

Anti-Bacterial
Stable Paint

Stable Shield:
• Waterbased
• Hard Wearing &   
 Durable
• Easy to apply
• Long lasting –the  
 active ingredients last  
 up to 5 years
• Available in white,  
 black and clear

Areas of use:
• Newly built yards
• Stables 
• Tack rooms
• Feed rooms
• Hay barns

Suitable for:
• Steel
• Most plastics
• Concrete
• Breeze blocks
• Brick
• Wood

Independently Tested and Approved
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MG: Do the fixtures need revisiting?

PM: Some tracks could do with starting later 
in the Spring and finishing later, others 
would benefit from swopping a Flat card in 
the autumn with a NH card in the summer. 
Myself and the Clerks of the Courses have 
brought some suggestions to the Programming 
Committee in HRI, so possibly we will see 
some amendments for 2019 fixture list. Some 
racecourses may argue to keep a meeting 
they’ve always had at a certain time of the year 
out of tradition, but it’s just not worth it if it’s 
negatively impacting on the ground for the 
remainder of the year.
 

MG: What is being done about the quality of 
racecourse stables?

PM: Many racecourses have improved, and many 
have plans in place to address shortcomings. The 
Licensing Committee is trying to approach it 
with a carrot rather than the stick, to encourage 
changes without threatening sanctions. We 
realise it’s not a level playing field, some tracks 
only race a handful of days a year, but with the 
media rights income streams they have, we 
will be requesting each racecourse provides 
an adequate number of stables of a minimum 
standard going forward. In time, we want to 
establish enough stables for every runner. There 
is only one racecourse I have yet to engage 
with to address shortcomings in this area, but 
I plan to do so soon. The others are engaging 
with myself and I’m happy that we’ll make 
incremental progress. 

We’re not going to change everything overnight, 
but as long as we see positive changes being put 
in place we feel progress is being made. We plan 
to draw up a minimum standard for all areas 
of a racecourse and get it out to every track, so 
they can identify where their shortfalls are and 
put a plan in place to address them. For the first 
time we’ve engaged with racecourse managers 
directly with a seminar held in IHRB in 
February, where myself, Cliodhna Guy and Dr 
Lynn Hillyer consulted with them directly, and 
with their representatives AIR, on numerous 

matters. Before that we just fired out things in 
the post that were probably never looked at, but 
now we can meet and can explain why we need 
these changes and get feedback from managers, 
and we’ve started to talk constructively. We 
hope to hold another seminar before the end 
of the year. Once we get the managers on 
board and they understand what is expected, 
and we understand their concerns, we can 
then set minimum standards and eventually 
timeframes, and no one is blindsided.
 

MG:  They only have nine fixtures a year, but 
Ballinrobe is an example of what can be 
achieved.

PM: Agreed, Ballinrobe do a fantastic job with 
the number of fixtures they have. Once I see 
a racecourse is trying, I’d be prepared to help 
them in any way I can, sanctioning should only 
be a last resort.
 

MG: A hunting crop at the start would help 
horses line up and keep them in line. In the 
UK, where the animal rights people have a big 
influence, they have it, so can we have that?

PM: That’s a good suggestion that was brought 
up by one of our officials at a recent safety review 
meeting, and I plan on preparing a memo to 
that affect for the INHSC. I know there is some 
resistance to it on the basis that it doesn’t look 
good, but I think a horse planting itself at the 
start is worse.

Welfare is hugely topical at the moment and we 
have to be conscious of it, with everything from 
the whip to whether the ground is too heavy for 
racing in focus. But I don’t think it’s a balanced 
debate. At the moment, there is a fodder crisis 
in the country, many farm animals are under 
pressure, but horseracing seems to be viewed 
hyper-critically – these animals are cared for 
24/7, but people seem to forget this and focus 
on the number of hits with the whip or that only 
eight horses finished in the Irish Grand National. 
The animal welfare debate is rarely balanced, 
and some horseracing critics will never be 
satisfied no matter what changes we make. �
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Your obligations regarding checking the 
passport of any horses under your care are set 
out under Regulation 8, Section A, Part 2 of 
the Rules of Racing. The passport should be 
endorsed to confirm that these checks have 
been made. Prior to endorsing any passport, 
you must be satisfied that the horse’s markings, 
microchip number and equine influenza 
vaccinations are in order. 

This check should ideally be conducted upon 
the horse’s arrival at your premises in order 
that any errors or issues with the previous 
vaccination history that may need attention can 
be dealt with in good time before a potential 
racing engagement.  

Whilst microchips provide one means of 
identifying the horse, correct markings are 
another essential part of identification, and 
will be relied on if, for example, the microchip 
fails or when the horse runs for the first time or 
changes hands. It is particularly important with 
the possible changes on the horizon regarding 
horse movement between Ireland, Britain and 

France that effective practices are in place to 
accurately identify horses in racing and training.

Below is a list of relevant section page numbers 
in Weatherbys issued passports which allow 
various authorised agents (trainer/owner/stud) 
to endorse the identity checks carried out with a 

stamp and signature. 

Passports issued between 2002 and 2009:  Page 5

Passports issued between 2010 and 2015: Page 9

Passports issued since 2016 to date: Page 13

Any passport issued outside of its year of birth 
for any reason (late registration/duplicate 
passport), the relevant section will correlate  
with the year of issue of passport, not necessarily 
the year of birth. 

Any queries or issues in relation to passport 
endorsements should be directed to the Irish 
Horseracing Regulatory Board’s Veterinary 
Department on 045 445 600 or via email at   
equine@ihrb.ie �

Passport  
endorsement  
reminder  
from IHRB
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Trainer Marketing Support 
Scheme reinstated for 2018
The Ownership Department of Horse Racing 
Ireland is to continue the Trainer Marketing 
Support Scheme for the coming year. The 
grant is to assist fully licenced trainers in 
their marketing and promotional plans for 
recruiting and retaining owners in 2018. 

A grant of up to €1,000 per trainer, which will 
be paid on a pre-approval and reimbursement 
basis, can be used for promotional purposes 
such as covering the cost of an open day, 

creating a trainer website, production of 
promotional videos, flyers and adverts, and 
the upskilling of trainers and/or staff on 
specific marketing courses. Full details of  
the scheme and the activities will be posted  
to all qualified trainers this week. 

Trainers can request an application form or 
find out more by contacting the Ownership 
Department of HRI on 045 455455 or email 
marketingsupport@hri.ie

IRTA.IE
NEWSLETTERS		 		 	
The IRTA monthly newsletter, The Irish  
Trainer, is available to members online.

	
INDUSTRY	UPDATES		 	
This section has relevant links to  
press releases and information  
useful to IRTA members.

	
FORMS	 	 	
Industry-related downloads including; 

• Weatherbys change of ownership form 

• HRI trainer marketing support forms 

	
EMPLOYMENT		 	
• Stable staff Employment guidelines.

• Employee hours and annual leave records book.

•   Templates – including employment contracts  
and health and safety statements.

To avail of your members-only login 
password, please contact the IRTA office  
on 045 522981 or through the new office 
email address office@irta.ie

www.irta.ie
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The workshops will be practical and have been specifically 
designed with the racing industry in mind, from those with 
no online presence to those with an existing online presence.

All trainers, stable staff and secretaries are invited to attend 
the complimentary workshops. Topics will include from 
physically setting up a social media page, creating a 
professional video for social media along with sales & 
communication techniques. The workshops will run over  
a half-day, from 1.30 pm to 5.30 pm, subject to demand.

To register your interest or to find out more please  
contact Caroline Townend, Ownership Executive,  
at ctownend@hri.ie or call 045 455 481.

Social media and marketing  
workshops for trainers and staff

WORKSHOP OVERVIEW LOCATION DATE

Beginners Guide to Setting Up Online
Learn the basics of social media.

Horse & Jockey Hotel, Tipperary
Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath

Mon 21 May
Tues 5 June

Maximise Your Online Presence &  
Learn to Create Promotional Videos
Learn how to use social media for your business, 
get useful tips for improving your website  
and learn to produce a professional video.

Horse & Jockey Hotel, Tipperary
Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath

Mon 2 July
Tues 3 July

Marketing Your Brand & Communications 
– Best Practice
Learn the basics of creating a brand and  
ways to improve your communications  
with owners & press. 

Horse & Jockey Hotel, Tipperary
Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath

Tues 10 July
Weds 11 July

The Ownership Department of Horse 
Racing Ireland, in conjunction with 
CARE, are delighted to announce their 
upcoming workshop series designed 
at helping trainers to utilise social 
media to benefit their business and 
develop their marketing practices. 
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Ascot Racecourse have once again agreed to 
provide fully licensed Irish trainers without a 
runner two daily non-transferable Owner and 
Trainer SWING badges at Royal Ascot.

These badges allow entry to the Queen Anne 
Enclosure at the racecourse and the Owners 
and Trainers bars and viewing area.  

 Please note,  they do not permit access to  
the Owners and Trainers dining rooms or  
the parade ring.  

To obtain badges for Royal Ascot, these need  
to be requested in advance of the meeting  
via the Irish Racehorse Trainers Association  
by  Wednesday, 13 June 2018.  We will then 
administer your booking and arrange for your 
badges to be available for collection from the 
Owners and Trainers Marquee on the day you 
are attending.

Badges are for the use of the licensed trainer 
and one other and must be collected by the 
licensed trainer, along with a form of 
photographic identification.  

 Please note,  Irish trainers without a  
runner who hold a restricted licence will  
not be entitled to complimentary badges  
for Royal Ascot.  

Badges must be requested via the Irish Racehorse 
Trainers Association by the date listed above,  
as on the day requests will not be provided on 
the day.

   

Royal Ascot / 19-23 June 2018  
Trainers without runners

 To request badges please contact the IRTA office on 045 522981 or email office@irta.ie 

Irish trainers with runners 
will receive details of how  
to book their badges when 
they enter their horse.  
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Royal Ascot / 19-23 June 2018  
Trainers without runners

Designed for horses bought at National 
Hunt auctions for €45,000 or less

Following on from the success of the Foran 

Equine/Irish EBF Auction Series on the Flat, 

the Irish EBF wish to announce a parallel series 

for the National Hunt sector. The Irish EBF 

Auction Hurdle Series will consist of 14 maiden 

and novice hurdle races from September 2018 

until April 2019, each worth a minimum of 

€20,000, with a final in April worth €75,000. 

Entry into the valuable final will be limited to 

horses which have run in one of the previous 

races in the series.

The conditions will specify that all horses 

must be by an EBF registered stallion and 

bought as an unraced three or four-year-old  

at a recognised National Hunt store sale for 

€45,000 or less, with weight allowances 

depending on purchase price. In addition, the 

Irish Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association 

have agreed to include all of the series races  

in the Weatherbys ITBA NH Fillies Bonus 

Scheme. This means a NH filly, who is 

registered in the scheme and wins a series 

race, can not only take home at least €12,500 

in prize-money but the connections could  

also scoop an additional €5,000.

Speaking about the announcement,  
John O’Connor, Chairman, Irish EBF, said, 
“Horse Racing Ireland and the Irish EBF 
designed this new series with the smaller trainer 
and owner in mind. This series will create a 
number of valuable opportunities where horses 
in this price range can compete on a level 
playing field. Based on initial feedback, we 
anticipate the new series will be very well 
received and our goal is to establish this as a 
permanent fixture on the National Hunt scene.”

Tony Mullins, trainer, 
commented, “This will be a 
super series and with big 
prizemoney on offer in each 
qualifier and in the final, I can 

see this being well supported. It will give me 
and my owners a focus for the sales this year, 
knowing the series is there as a target.”

Denis Hogan, trainer and 
jockey: “It is a fantastic 
opportunity for a trainer like 
myself to help recruit and retain 
owners in the yard and give  
them a fair chance to win a valuable race.  
The percentage of horses available at the sales  
for this money is vast and it will be great to 
purchase at this level with a goal in mind.”  �
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Pre-purchase exams help to ensure your new horse is healthy  

and sound before you buy. But what about the horse’s  

digestive system? It’s generally invisible…yet it’s the source  

of serious health conditions like ulcers and colic, and the 

horse’s ability to train and perform to potential.

That’s why you should have your vet test the horse with the  

SUCCEED Equine Fecal Blood Test (FBT) as part of every 

pre-purchase exam. The SUCCEED FBT allows your vet to 

assess whether the horse has an underlying GI tract condition 

in minutes, right on the yard.

When you know what’s going on beneath the surface,  

you can take action…and make better, more informed  

purchase decisions.

Ask your veterinary surgeon to test  
your horse with the SUCCEED®  
Equine Fecal Blood Test™.

www.succeedfbt.co.uk

If you’re buying a horse,  
you’d like to know its

  
is healthy before you buy.

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM


