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What do we do?

Our History

The Irish Racing Industry of today is far removed 
from the racing industry of 1950. However, when 
the twelve good men and true signed the Articles 
of the Irish Racehorse Trainers Association in 1950, 
little did they realise the importance of their decision, 
and the positive impact their association would play 
in the future of Irish racing.

Michael Vincent O’Brien, born on Good Friday 
1917, was the junior member of the original twelve 
‘subscribers’ to the Irish Racehorse Trainers’ 
Association, incorporated in Foster Place, Dublin, 
on Monday, 5th September 1950.

That was a blank day in the Irish racing calendar, as 
was Monday 10th July, the occasion on which the 
founding twelve inscribed their signatures to the 
original draft ‘The objects for which the association 
was established’ numbered nineteen in all, of which 
the fourth on that lengthy, somewhat inspirational 
list constituted the nub of the matter. 

“To consider all questions affecting the interests of the 
profession, to initiate, to watch over and if necessary 
to petition Dáil Éireann or promote deputations 
in relating to matters affecting the profession. To 
procure changes of laws or regulations affecting the 
profession and the promotion of improvements in 
matters relating thereto.”

To cut through all that obfuscation, the primary 
objective of this new association was to lobby the 
Department of Agriculture for the necessary licence 
to import Canadian oats. In an era when Ireland had 
turned its back on the outside world in an effort 
to develop a self-sufficient domestic economy, a 
tariff system made all but essential imports either 
prohibitively expensive or simply unobtainable. 
The Irish Racehorse Trainers’ Association had no 
desire to denigrate Irish cereal growers. Rather was 
this lobby movement intended to emphasise the 
impossibility of producing oats of sufficient quality 
in our ‘temperate’ climate.
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• We represent trainers specifically at Turf Club enquiries, when requested.

• We offer advice to all members on issues relating to the training profession. 

• We advise members on employee/employer entitlements and legislation.

• We distribute a monthly newsletter to all members to include:

- Ongoing issues relevant to trainers

- Changes to government legislation affecting trainers

- Updates from Horse Racing Ireland and the Turf Club

• The association represents trainers on both the National Hunt and Flat programmes.

• We manage the stable employee pension plan.

• An annual strategic plan is submitted to Horse Racing Ireland representing the trainer’s 
views on the future of racing in Ireland.

• We lobby the government on the ongoing betting tax and prize money issues. 

The association runs a very worthwhile and important Benevolent 
Fund for trainers and their families who come on hard times. 
There is also a Death in Service benefit for trainers both retired 
or licensed holders.

Functions & Objectives of the Benevolent Fund
• To relieve members or former members of the Irish Racehorse 

Trainers Association in Ireland and their wives, husbands, 
families and immediate dependents who have become poor 
or necessitous.

• To relieve the widows, widowers, families and immediate 
dependents of racehorse trainers or former racehorse trainers 
who have become poor or necessitous.

• In special cases where the state of the funds and circumstances 
of the case appear to Directors to justify their doing so to relieve 
the parents of collateral relatives of members or former members 
of the Irish Racehorse Trainers Association who have become 
poor or necessitous.

• Death in service benefit.

The IRTA is represented on the following 
bodies: 

• Horse Racing Ireland 

• Irish Thoroughbred Marketing 

• The European Trainers Federation 

• Leopardstown Racecourse

• Navan Racecourse 

• RACE 

• Stable Employee Pension Plan

Chief Executive: 
Michael Grassick

Committee: 
The Council comprises of 14 members, including 
a chairman and a vice chairman. Committee 
meetings are held on a quarterly basis to 
discuss the relevant concerns of the association 
members and issues relating to the training 
profession.
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Annual General Meeting
An annual general meeting takes place in November of each year. The meeting 
allows an opportunity for members to express their concerns to the IRTA 
committee. The Chief Executive presents an overview of the associations 
functions throughout the year and the objectives of the association for the 
year ahead.

The associations financial reports are presented, along with the election of 
council members and the presentation of the Benevolent Fund financial reports.

The IRTA are both the Irish representatives 
and acting treasurers to The European 
Trainers Federation.

Aims and Objectives of the ETF
• To represent the interests of all member 

trainers’ associations in Europe.

• To liaise with political and administrative 
bodies on behalf of European trainers.

• To exchange information between 
members for the benefit of European 
trainers.

• To provide a network of contacts to assist 
each member to develop its policy and 
services to member trainers.

• The ETF currently have representatives in 
13 countries including France, Germany, 
Ireland, The UK, Sweden, Hungary, The 
Netherlands, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Spain, Austria, Slovakia and Belgium.

Flat & National Hunt Awards
The association host the annual Flat & National Hunt Awards. The award 
ceremony includes awards for:

• Champion Flat Trainer 

• Champion National Hunt Trainer 

• Leading National Hunt Trainer 

• Champion Flat Jockey 

• Champion National Hunt Jockey 

• Leading Flat Owner 

• Leading National Hunt Owner 

Annual EventsEuropean Trainers 
Federation

• Champion Apprentice 

• Champion Conditional Rider 

• Champion Amateur Rider 

• Champion Lady Amateur Rider 

• Champion Trainer Winter Series 

• Special Achievement 

Member Benefits

Free Annual 
Racing Diary

Entrance 
Tickets to 

British Race 
Meetings

Racecourse 
Car Park 
Stickers

Monthly 
Newsletter

Members 
Only Access 
to the IRTA 

Website

Industry 
Updates

Easy Access to 
Industry Related 

Forms

Employment 
Information

- Employment Guidelines

- Contracts of 
Employments

- Employee Hours & 
Annual Leave Records 

Book

Health & safety 
Information

- Template Health & 
Safety Statement

- Accident Report

- Staff Induction

- Risk Assessment
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www.IRTA.ie
Curragh House, Dublin Road, Kildare, Ireland.

+353 45 522981


